Sheffield City Council

Council Tax Information for Landlords of Student properties.

What is a Student?

 

The Council Tax rules defines someone as a student if: -
 

He/she is taking a recognised full time course of education at a prescribed educational establishment or institute such as a college or university. 

 

This will include: -
· a foreign language assistant, or 

· a person under 20 years of age on a part time qualifying course of education, or 

· a Project 2000 nurse or student nurse attending an academic course at a university

What is a full time course of study?

 

A full time course of study is one that: -
· lasts for at least one academic year or calendar year, and

· is for at least 24 weeks each year, and 

· an average of 21 hours study per week at the college or university.

Are they still a student if they take a break in studies?

 

Yes.  Providing that they remain enrolled with the establishment and intend to return to these studies.

Are they still a student if they are in a gap year? 

 

No. They will not be classed as a student and they may be liable for Council Tax if they are the owner or tenant of a property. They must be attending a course to qualify as a student. Gap year students do not count as students for Council Tax purposes. 

Are they counted as a student during the summer holidays? 

 

Yes. Students are still counted as students for the summer holidays between the years of their course. However if a student finishes one course and starts a new course during the autumn, they are not counted as a student for the summer in between.

Will they have to pay council tax?

 

It is a well established view that students don’t pay Council Tax. But depending on the agreement they have with the landlord, the type of accommodation they live in and the other people in the household, they may have to pay Council
 

Council Tax is a daily charge so if their circumstances or the household’s circumstances change at any time, the liability and charge for Council Tax may also change.

Everyone in the house is a student

 

If a student lives in a property on their own or with others who are all classed as full time students, then the property will be exempt from Council Tax.

The tenants have a joint tenancy agreement but not everyone in the house is a student

 

If the tenants in the property are on a joint tenancy agreement and some tenants are not students, then the student’s names will not appear on the bill. Only the non-students who are joint tenants are liable for the charge.

The tenants have individual tenancy agreements but not everyone in the house is a student

 

Where the tenants in a property have individual tenancy agreements, the landlord will be liable for Council Tax. If all tenants are students, then the property will be exempt and the landlord will not be charged. 

 

If the property is let out to a mix of students and non-students, or a person in the household ceases to be a student during the year, the landlord will be charged Council Tax. To protect them from the possibility of a charge, some landlords may charge an inclusive rent. The tenancy is an agreement between landlord and tenant. The Council Tax office will not be involved in this part of the agreement
 

Please contact us for advice.

For the Council Tax helpline call us on:

0114 2736633

Fax the Council Tax office on 

0114 2736808

Call in and talk to one of our advisors at:

First Point, Howden House

Drop in services are available at Howden House between 8:30am and 5:00pm 

