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Development Services

Director: L Sturch, MRTPI

Howden House ( 1 Union Street ( Sheffield ( S1 2SH

Fax: (0114) 273 5002
Officer: Laura Stephens
Tel: (0114) 2734634
Ref: FAP/LS/132.5

Date: 26th May, 2011   
Sheffield and District Landlords Association
Dear Sir / Madam,
Article 4 Direction – Houses in Multiple Occupation
Following my letter of the 9th December 2010, I am writing to inform you that the Article 4 direction made by Sheffield City Council on the 9th December 2010 was confirmed on 24th May 2011 and will take effect on the 10th December, 2011 

As you are aware the following alterations to the planning regulations in relation to Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMO) it is now 'permitted development' to convert a dwellinghouse (use class C3) to an HMO (use class C4).  The Government has issued guidance which enables local planning authorities to remove this permitted development right in areas where "the exercise of permitted development rights would undermine local objectives to create or maintain mixed communities".    

This does not prevent HMOs being developed in these areas completely, but it means that landlords or property owners must seek planning permission before converting a house in to an HMO.  In Sheffield, we would apply Core Strategy policy CS41 to planning applications for HMOs in these areas, to assess whether there would be an over concentration of shared housing and therefore whether planning permission should be granted or refused.  The Core Strategy can be found on the Council’s website at http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/corestrategy.  This will not affect existing HMOs.

I have enclosed for your information a copy of the plan outlined in red the showing area affected by the Article 4 Direction.  A copy of the said Article 4 Direction and plan as confirmed together with a full report explaining the background and evidence for the Article 4 Direction, as well as a link to the decision to confirm the Direction, can be found on the Council’s website at http://www.sheffield.gov.uk/hmoconsultation. 
We would appreciate if you could share this information with your colleagues or members for their information.    
Yours faithfully
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Large print versions of this letter are available by

telephoning (0114) 273 4157
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